Pension statements are being issued

Strathclyde Pension Fund Office (SPFO) is mailing out 80,000 annual benefit statements to contributing employee members of the Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS).

The statements provide an illustration of pension benefits as at 31 March 2011 and include a full pensionable service history.
If you have any questions about your current service or pensionable pay, you should contact HR in the first instance on ####### [Employer to insert contact details].

The statements are not accompanied by a State Pension Forecast, as there has been such recent uncertainty over changes to the state pension age. SPFO hopes to reintroduce this information next year along with information about whether members have exceeded their £50,000 annual allowance in tax year 2011 /2012.

The 2011 statements will be accompanied by:

· Fundnews, the annual newsletter for employee members

· An additional voluntary contributions (AVCs) insert
As this year’s statements have a completely new look and provide some new information, SPFO is keen to find out what you think about your statement, and you can do this by taking part in a 2 minute survey at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/xgbj8wg 
If you want to estimate your retirement benefits based on your current pay or to check whether the new tax restrictions might affect you, the USEFUL TOOLS section in the bottom right hand corner of the SPFO website at http://www.spfo.org.uk/ links to handy ready reckoners.

If you are a scheme member and haven’t received your statement by December, it could be that SPFO does not hold an address for you, or that it has an incorrect one for you.

If you want to contact SPFO, just click on the second left button at the top right of each page on their website http://www.spfo.org.uk/ 
If you want to keep up with the latest on pensions, visit the News area of their website regularly at: http://www.spfo.org.uk/News/ 
If you want to find out more about what is available from SPFO’s Online Pensions Service or to request a password to access your pensions record online, go to http://www.spfo.org.uk/ and click on “I am interested in TOPS (The Online Pensions Service)”. 
